A Hardy worthy, the Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge, and project the Provost of the Queen's College, Oxford. As they stood round the little opening, draped with violet, they looked so tense, the scene impressed itself vividly on my mind. I thought, what a fine composition these men, standing together, would make, and I made a rough drawing of what was in my mind. I spoke of this to Gosse and showed him my drawing: he was at once interested. So, too, was Mrs Hardy, who was eager to have the scene recorded*
I approached a number of those who had acted as pallbearers to ask for sittings. Housman alone made a sitting conditional 'My dear Rothenstein,' he wrote, If you get the consent of all the nine others I will not stick out. But you are much too great an artist to catch a likeness. Of course, I do not know what I look like myself, but my acquaintances do not recognize me, so much are my traits ennobled by your pencil. Also I am much exhausted by having sat for two drawings for my two colleagues in the last year, mutually much disapproved of by the two artists. Also the languor of extreme senility makes me more and more averse to locomotion. Also a journalist present in the Abbey says that my person proved as polished as my verse, after which I desire to be for ever invisible. I had heard, and was sorry to hear, that you had not been at all well. I shall hope to see you here in March. I met your younger son at our High Table a week or two ago.' I therefore began making studies of John Galsworthy and Sir Edmund Gosse, while for my drawing of Mr Baldwin I went to No. 10 Downing Street, a house with the plain and unpretentious exterior of eighteenth-century London. We are not good at exterior grandiloquence, it is not a national characteristic—for this reason perhaps we fail in the art of sculpture. A foreigner ignorant of London would not suspect the spacious reception rooms behind the modest brick frontages. Happily, the frontage of No. 10 Downing Street, with its plain door and pleasant iron grill and lamp, remains unchanged. I always liked that doorway, and when Ramsay MacDonald, as Prime Minister, planned
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